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Goals of TCWA

To Promote the conservation of the natural

resources of the Turtle Creek watershed.

T o conduct educational and scientific
investigations &,/or research related to the

conservation of the | urtle Creek watershed.

T o educate individuals, schools, organizations,
and communities to the value of sound
conservation tecl‘miqucs for imProving the value of

Proper’cg developmen’cs and natural resources.

To Participate in existing beneficial government
programs dealing with watershed conservation and
to promote additional constructive programs

beneficial for the watershed.

To promote local interest in the conservation of
natural resources in the watershed and to solicit
local suPPor’c for the programs &eveloped to

correct or alleviate water qua]itg Problems‘
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Project Updates

DPorland Farm Road Abandoned Mine Drainage
(AMPD) Kemediation; [hase / and Fhase //

Completion of the total Project will
signhcicant]g reduce or eliminate the iron, aluminum,
and PH Problems associated with the [Delmont
Mine Disclﬁarge. Responsible for nearlg 25% of
the Po”utant load entering Turtle Creek, the mine
water will enter an anoxic limestone drain and
settling Poncls to be constructed. As a result,

water qua]ity will be clramatica”g imProved for six

miles of the UPPer Turtle Creek sub-watershed.
The PA Fish and Poat (Commission can return

that section to the list of aPProved trout waters.

While the Turtle Creek Watershed
Alssociation is the Primarg sponsor of this Project,

the PA DEF, EFA, PennDOT, the (1.5
Office of Surface Mining, the Westmoreland
Coun’cg (Conservation District, and [Dave Mgers
& Larrg (Canobbio - the owners of several
Proper’cies at the site, are making imPortan’c
contributions. As soon as one more signature is
obtained for the necessary Propertg casements,

work will begin.

(continued)



Porland Farm Road AMD Kemediation;
[hase [l

(Contracts are now being signcd and

returned. A}thr FennDOT

arrangements are finalized, the next steps in the

Funding
process will start.

Exloort Mine D/Iscﬁargc Kemediation

Current]g in the Feasibility study Pl—lasc, a
variety of treatment oPtions are being explored‘
Right now the most promising among them is to
redirect water from one mine, now emptying into
Turtle Creek near Fxport, to Brush Creck in
Irwin. The polluted water will benefit from the
limestone geologﬂ of the area. Thc new Path of
the water dischargc will allow metals to be natura”y
removed and at the same time raise the PH to a
more normal level. (Jltimate success of this and
the Eorlanc{ Farm Road Prcjects will result in
eleven miles of the watershed being returned to an
active Fisherg‘

This study is being conducted by GA|
Consultants in Monroeville with a grant from the

FA DE_F Growing C;reener Frogram.

Streambank Keclamation

See the article & Pictures on page 3.)

[ ducation Grant

This Funding is clcsigned to allow the
organization to obtain cquipment to enhance our
abilitg to give Presentations, to create displays
and brochures, and to document Prcjects. 50 Far,
a comPuter, so{:tware, and a digital camera have
been Purchasecl. More equipment for

Presentations will be acquirecl in the near future.

Turtlc Creck Watcrshccl
Kiver (onservation [lan

ComPrising two volumes and an executive
summary, the finished document is available for
review at our office in Wi]merding, at local libraries,
municiPal offices, or it can be found on-line at our
website. \/olume I contains a wealth of
information describing the watershed and 14
subwatershed characteristics. Pasic Principies of
Protection and Planning as well as topics of citizen
concern are included. Long range action Plans for
cach subwatershed unit show the Projects most
needed and demonstrate the Potential for success.
Volume 2 contains the suPPor‘cing aPPendices.
The executive summary is an abbreviated version

useful for subwatershed Pro_ject Plarming.

\/\/e encourage everyone to  take
advantage of an opportunity to read through this
comprehensive work.  [Cach municipality in the
Turtle Creck watershed will be receiving a copy
of the plan. |t can be used to assist with
comprehensive Pianning and to apply for grant
funding to implement projects that benefit both

individual communities and the entire watershed.

New [~ xecutive Director

Fo”owing a search, the Position of executive
director was offered to Diane Selvaggio on November
e She acccptec{ with Pleasure‘

A Chatham Co”ege graduate with a clegree in
}Jiologg and Presen’clg enrolled in the E_nvironmcntal
Scfence and Management Frogram at Duquesne
University, she has an academic background in aquatic
}Jiology and a Prolccssional }Jackgrounc{ in management
and business with biologg being secondarg. She was
imprcsscd with the RCF, and working with the T urtle
Creek Watershed Association will now give her the
chance she’s been waiting for to combine all of her prior

experience.



Streambank Stabilization
Project Update

Under the guidance of Craig Barras, the

TCWA comP!etecl two Prcﬂects this year on the
Growing Greener grant for  streambank

stabilization. We worked with the Cit9 of
Jcannettc, I lliot ComPang, PA Association of

(Conservation  Districts, and Westmoreland

(Conservation District to stabilize two sections of
eroded bank totaling about 300 feet on Bu” Kun,
a tributarg to Prush Creek. A combination of
riP~raP rock, trees, shrubs, and grass were utilized

to stabilize the severelg eroded banks.

The other site was 100 feet of bank a]ong Brush
(Creck in Manor Borough. TCWA worked with
the Borough FPublic Works Depar’cment, and
Manor | eo C]ub to stabilize the bank with trees
and shrubs.

The next site to be completed is about 300 feet
of an unnamed tributarg to Dirtg CamP Run in the
Borough of Fitcairn. T he site is located in Sugar
CamP Park near the border with the Municipalit}j
of Monroeville.  The Association obtained a
Technical Assistance (Grant from the FA
Association of (_onservation [Districts to Provide
survey and design for the project. T he design for
this Projcct should be complctccl this winter, with
construction to bcgin in the sPring. TCWA will
share Preliminarg designs with Fitcairn Borough
officials to ensure their agreement and support on

the Prcject.

Looking down on the stabilized area, Bu“ Kun



J Oiﬂ US ” E)ecomc a member of the T_ur‘clc Creek Watershed Association and become a partner ina dynamic local

conservation effort. A broad base of financial and volunteer support from local individuals, Familics, communities, }Jusincsscs,

and incjustry will allow all of us together continue meroving the qualitg of life in this regjon. (Don’t {:orgct- it’s tax C‘lccluctiblc!)

Membership Form 2003

Name: [ Individual $10 [] Family $15
Address: [l Organization $25 [l Small business $50
[ Life $100 | Corporate  $150
Phone: (h) [J Other $
(w)

Please make checks payable to:
Turtle Creek Watershed Association
Mail to:
325 Commerce Street, Suite 204
Thank you very much! Wilmerding, PA 15148
412/829-2817 phone

TURTLE CREEK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
SUITE 204 325 COMMERCE STREET
WILMERDING, PA 15148

412/829-2817 phone or fax
e-mail: goodfish@verizon.net
websitee. WwWw.trfn.org/tcwa

Board of Directors:

Stephen Wiedemer, President
James Brucker, Vice President
Edward Fischer, Treasurer
Chris Droste, Secretary

Craig Barras

Alfred Carl

Kristy Flavin

Robert Mazik

John Mores

Associate Directors:
Chris Espenshade
Henry Hoffran
Joseph Prosser




