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\/\/hq Bother to Stabilize
Streambanks?

5trcam[73n,é Keclamation [r rojccts
Feople often wonder whg TCWA finds

this work so imPortant. Qur next in a series of

these ventures will be starting in the sPring. Taking
a look at this Prcject and the issues surrounding it
will show whg.

At the top of Fitcairn, Dirty Camp Kun
flows through Sugar CamP Fark.  An unnamed
tributary enters from the west near the Pavilion‘ As
is often the case in southwestern Fennsg]vania, itis
a first order stream, running a]ong the base of a
steep hillside which forms one eroded bank.
ComPounding this Problem, the other eroded bank
clroPs quicklg from the level of the Parking area.
T hese steep sides with the accompanging drop in
clevation make the stream prone to ﬂooc{ing and
the conditions associated with it.

The overﬁowing water and crumbling banks
that we can see so readi19 arejust a part of the
Prob]ems that occur.

Withou’c any vegetation to hold it in Place
cluring a signhcicant Precipitation event, the
streambank soils are washed away. T his increases
the sediment load in the water, dircctly or in&irectlg
a]cmcecting life processes for aquatic organisms.
While suspenclec{ in the water column, this soil

material reduces visibilitg and stream fauna’s

TURTLE TRACKS
WINTER 2003 EDITION

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE TURTLE CREEK
WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

Annual Meeting -
March 25, 2003 7:00 p.m.

Potcntial for visual identification of food sources.
The amount of sunlight is also reduced, aﬁcecting
Plantliﬁe. Soil Par‘cicles also cloggi” membranes
making gas excl—lange difficult.  Jf Particlcs have
sharp orjagged edges, Plant and animal tissues are
abraded. Streambanks are further scoured bg
these Particles as well - Putting even more
sediments into the water.

As the water flows onward, velocit9 slows,
and the sediments are dePosited in the channel.
Now the spaces between grave] Particles or larger
stones become filled, smothering these imPortant
habitats for small benthic organisms and fish eggs.

The goa] of this and all our reclamation
Prcjec’cs is to create a more natural, more grac{uai
ang]c from the streambed to the ’coP of the bank.
T his is then stabilized with rock material, sometimes
a Planting “blanket,” then P]antecl with native, non-
invasive sPecies out onto the top of the bank to
create a stable riParian arca. | hese P]antings are
designec{ notto be mowed. T heir root systems will
hold the bank material in Place, and their leaves will
intercept rainclrops before tl’xeg can dislodgc the
soil. Rainwater now has a chance to slow19 enter
the stream or infiltrate down into the water table.

The imPor‘cance of stabilization is clear. Jts
effects are Far~reaching. Conscquentb, we will
continue this work. Qur thanks go to the
volunteers who have made these Prcjects

successful. Wc aPPreciate your he]PI



T wo Views of our Next
Streambank Stabilization

Froicct - Fitcaim

5ugar CamP Park -
unnamed tributarg of Dir’cy CamP Run

Looking downstream at mild erosion Prob]ems

(Allegheng Countg Prcject on Pitcairn Road
unc]erwag in the backgrounc{.)

5ugar CamP Fark -
unnamed tributarg of Dirtg CamP Run

Looking upstream at the worst

OF ’C}’IC erosion Problems.

Project ( Jpdates

Porland Farm Koad Abandoned Mine Drainagc
CAMD) Remediation;  [hase [ and Fhase [/

Completion of the total Prcject will
signi{:icantlg reduce or eliminate the iron, aluminum,
and PH Prob]ems associated with the [Delmont
Mine Discharge. Responsib]e for nearlg 25% of
the Po”utant load entering Turtle Creek, the mine
water will enter an anoxic limestone drain and
settling Ponds to be constructed. As a resu[t, water

qualitg will be dramatica”g imProved for six miles of

the UPPer Turt!e Creek sub-watershed. Tlﬂe
FPA TFish and Boat (Commission can return that
section to the list of approved trout waters.

| andowner agreements have been signcd.
Necessarg Pcrmits have been aPPhccl for. The
Project for removal of the coal Pile has been
advertised, and bid Paci(ages have been sent to
interested contractors. | he bid oPening will be

held on March i Zth. Work should begin in APriL

Porland Farm Road AMD Kemediation;
[hase [l

(Contracts have been signecl and returned.
We are awaiting a FennDOT aPPraisal of the
property. Once completcd, negotiations for the
Purchase will bcgin.

Export Mine Dlisc/macgc Kemediation
The first Phase of work has been

completed. Ten treatment oPtions were evaluated
and recommendations made regarding cach one. A
Passive system would requirc a large tract of land
which is not available. Several oPtions required
continuing oPeration of mechanical systems and
maintenance of them. }:unding for this is not
available. Dilution would rcquire large volumes of
clean water which is unavailable or cxcePtionang

Costlg. The most Practical solution is to redirect



the mine Pool from the E_xPor‘t Mine, now emPtging
into ] urtle Creek near E_xport, into the Jrwin
53nc!ine with the other mines in the area. \Water
would exit in Brush Creek in Jrwin where, along the
rest of the Po”utccl water, it will benefit from the
limestone geo]og@ of the area. T his strategy will
allow metals to be natura”g removed and at the
same time raise the PH to a more normal level.

[However, before any Project can be
recommended or designed with any degree of
confidence, there are questions to be answered.
The Precisc location of the mine’s rooms, Pi”ars,
and haulways is critical. | he condition of the coal
barrier under Old Route 22 must be determined.
The clegree of subsidence must be determined.
The Potential for more subsidence must be
determined. More flow data must be recorded.

Fresentations have been made to the four
communities involved — E_xpor’c, Murrgsvi”e,
Trafford, and |rwin. SUPPor’c to do what is
necessary to obtain this information, in Preparation
for clesigning an effective solution, was given 135 all
of them.

UItimate success of this and the Porland
Farm Koacl Prcjects will result in eleven miles of the
watershed being returned to an active ﬂsherg, so it
is very imPortant to insure that all aspects have
been considered. T o acquire adequatc Func{ing for

this work, a grant from the PA DEF Growing
(areener Frogram has been aPPIied for.

OSM ]ntem

The Office of Sur‘Face Mining, under the
US DePar’cment of the |nterior, is Funding summer

internsl—xips for watershed organizations in coal
mining states. TCWA has appliec‘ to the program
as a sponsoring organization. [f we are selectecl,
the intern will be working on water monitoring,
deve]opment of educational materials for school

and community use, and website maintenance.

TCWA Honoree

At the A”egheng Countg SPortsmcn’s Banquet
on Saturday, Marcl’x 8t|1, the TCWA honored
Boarcl Member Craig Barras as our Man of the

Year. His unﬂagging dedication to the

organization demonstrated in so many ways, Plus
his Icaclerslﬂip with scout Pro_jec’cs, streambank

stabilization work, and special events such as [~ arth

Dag, Stream Cleanup Dag, and trout stocking
made Craig the obvious choice.  Qur thanks and

congratu!ations to him!

TCWA calendar

aturday, April p2th
S 4y Ap

Trout season opens.

As has been the case for the Past few years,
Tur’cle Creek will be stocked between the
Saunders Station Bridge and T rafford.

Saturdaq, Maq 3ist  11:00-~3%:00

Fun Day at BY Foncl in Tragord

The Poncl will be stocked with trout for our annual
Prizes will be
awarded, a raffle will be held, and a variety of

children’s Fisl—xing tournament.

demonstrations and displags will be on site. Adults
without licenses can l—welp out their favorite small Frg,

but in order to ac’cua”g fish, a license will be

requirecl forthose 16 and over.




JOiﬂ US n Become a member of the T urtle Creek Watershed Association and become a partnerin a dgnamic local

conservation effort. A broad base of financial and volunteer support from local inclivic[uals, {:amilies, communities, busincsses,

and inclustry will allow all of us togetl’ver continue imProving the qualitg of life in this region. (Don’t Forgct~ it’s tax dccluctiblc!)

Membership Form 2003

Name: [0 Individual $10 U Family $15
Address: [J Organization $25 [l Small business $50
[J Life $100 ] Corporate  $150

E-mail: [ Other $
Phone: (h)

Please make checks payable to:

(w) Turtle Creek Watershed Association
Mail to:
325 Commerce Street, Suite 204
Thank you very much! Wilmerding, PA 15148

412/829-2817 phone

TURTLE CREEK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
SUITE 204 325 COMMERCE STREET
WILMERDING, PA 15148

412/829-2817 phone or fax
e-mail: goodfish@verizon.net
websitee. WwWw.trfn.org/tcwa

Board of Directors:

Stephen Wiedemer, President
James Brucker, Vice President
Edward Fischer, Treasurer
Chris Droste, Secretary

Craig Barras

Alfred Carl

Kristy Flavin

Robert Mazik

John Mores

Associate Directors:
Chris Espenshade
Henry Hoffrman
Joseph Prosser




