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Jn the [Fall 2005 edition, we started to look at

stormwater-related issues by Focusing upon our
erosion and sedimentation Probiems and how those

relate directlg to excessive runoff Fo”owing rain events.

As local cieve]opment has increased, so has the
volume of initial stormwater runoff. [~ ven ’ci‘nougi‘n many
municipalities have imProveci their ordinances, trying to
insure no more runoff after a site is cievciopcd than
there was bcgorc, the changc from natural land with an
infinite number of infiltration and runoff Points to
cieveiopecl land with nearig no infiltration and channeled
runoff exiting at one or two Pipes leads us to the rea]itg

we see of more volume coming off these site faster than

bC‘FOFC.

We will look more at the numerous consequences in

our ["all 2006 edition.
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What Action is TC WA nklhg

We are takirig several different aPProaci—ies to the
very complcx set of Prob]ems. TCWA has Partnereci
with several watershed municiPaiities, local agencies,
other organizations, and individual Proi:essionals in the
]n’cer~MuniciPa] [ nvironmental Forum (M ).

Working with Monroeville, Murrgsvi”e, FPenn Hills,
FPenn Township, Westmoreland ~ (Conservation
District, 3 Rivers Wet Weather [Demonstration
Frogram, and Duquesne Uriiversitﬂ’s (Center for

[ nvironmental Research and [~ ducation (CFERE),
and with Funding from The deinz [ ndowments,

IME T has used four main aPProaciﬁes to address non-
Point source Pollution issues — the keg to which is
stormwater, which respects no Poiitica] l)ounciarg

One, to raise awareness, to offer solutions, and to
create direct connections among all 3% watershed
communities, we Presenteci a stormwater management
forum in 2004. A second is scheduled for October
24,

Two, to hC]P our
municiPaiities cost~

eiciccctivcig address
their federal and

state nori—Poiri’c
source require~
ments of the

NFDES Fl‘iase ” Frogram, we have offered a series

of comP]iance and education Presen’cations and
workshops for elected officials, staff, solicitors, and
engineers. Some of these have been held in
conjunction with | ocal Government Acadcmg.
Others have been aimed at just our watershed

communities.



Three, we have received two comPanion Growing
(Greener (Grants. | he first was sPonsorecl b}j
Murrysvi”e to look at municipai oPerations with an eye
towards doing things better, cheaper, and with fewer
negative environmental imPacts. The second was
sPonsoreci 139 TCWA and is looking at ways for
municipalities to work cooPeratively across the
watershed to reduce non~Point source Po”ution and

stormwater-related damages.

Landbasc 595tems

]:our, we are stretcl*iing our resources and reducing
costs b}j builcling upon what each IMF[© organization
is accomplislﬂing inc:iepenclentlg.

[Heinz [_:_na/owmcnts 5upport
for TCWA

Our identification of

stormwater as the lgnchpiﬂ of so

many water quaiitg and quantitg

issues, and our efforts to
address these Problems on a multi-municipai level are in
tune with Tl—ie [Heinz | ndowments’ goals for this
region. On that basis, our aPPlication for one year of
Funding to further this work was aPProved bg the
E_ndowments’ boarci of Direc’cors. We were awarded
$100,000. | his money will be used to exPanci
stormwater education, continue our mu]ti-murxiciPal
aPProach to watershed-wide management, and c{cvclop
an aclvertisirig campaign to inform the community at
large about stormwater effects and what individuals can

do ci‘iange thirigs for the better.

TCWAs una’/ng f’//story and Future

QOur files show that when the first meetings began in
1968, those involved were very concerned about many
of the same water qualitg and water quantitg issues we
are still dealing with toclag, inciu&ing stormwater. | he
flood gates and concrete channel in Lower Tur‘tle
(Creek had been built to protect va”cg industries from
ﬂooding coming upstream from the rising Mon River. |t
was clear that without a comPrehensive strategy to
address the uPstrcam erosion from dcveiopment, the
subsec]uent sedimentation in the channel would

compromise it and the flood gates’ function.

Due to the critical nature of this issue, as well as mine

clrainage and sewerage, bg the time T CWA was
incorPoratecl in 1970, it had substantial fiscal and

material support from the Westingl—iouse Corporation

and A”egheny Count\(}
Westmoreland County was also Providing support.

Within a few years

Wcstinghousc Air Prake, Wilmcrc]ing, FPA
LS G|ovcr

This support continued until Westingi—iouse fell
upon hard times in the earlg 1990s. Anotl—ier donor
was never found to fill these 51‘\065, so TCWA’S
oPeration was scaled back accorc!inglg. |n 2001
Allegheny  Countyys  budget  crisis  prompted
withdrawal of their funds. |n 2005 Westmoreland
County shifted TCWA's support  to their

conservation district.

While we scrambled to find new Funding sources, the
administrative and staff time reimbursements from our
grant Projects i(ePt us afloat. Notoriousig meager,
these funds would never be enougl—i to sustain the
group into the future. [Jowever, with resPonsibi]ities to

carry out these grant Projects, we have no choice but to



find Funding sources to support TCWA oPerations.
This pressure comes at a time when corporate and
foundation giving is more narrowly focused and fewer
dollars are available.

This explains Wl"lﬂ The Heinz | ndowments {:uncling
is so vital and so cleeplg aPPreciatecl.

]n order to Position ourselves to receive future
foundation and corporate Funcling, we must not onlg
have quite a bit of Product to show for the money
invested, but we must demonstrate that we are also a
stable organization, suPPorted 133 a wide spectrum of
our community. Mcmbcrships }33 individuals, families,
small  and large businesses, municiPalitics, and
organizations are one way to show this support. Jn-kind
and monetary donations for oPera’cions and for sPechcic
Prcjccts bg these same entities are another way.

This exP]ains whg your membersl‘]iP, or your
donation, or your volunteer time is so vital and so

cleeplg aPPreciated. Thank youl

&
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School Frograms

Stormwater Assistance

]:|ooding Alssistance
Allby TCWA

Stormwater | ducation

Through the Heinz E_nclowments grant noted on
Fagc 2, TCWA will continue our non—Point source
Prescntations and workshops for municiPalitics,
enhanced with use of an EnviroScaPe ® model to
demonstrate real world effects of excess stormwater

run O‘H:.

We are constructing a new and imProvecl website at

www.tcwa/org (click on the 3e”ow New Website link).

Y e ’ Y T T

New chsitc Homcpagc at tcwa.org/

We will also be able to begin an ad camPaign to let
our 19%,000 residents learn the basics and get ideas
about s’ceps they can take to reduce stormwater runoff
volume. | he biggest advantagc of these funds will be
the abilitg to hire a full time Frogram (_oordinator to
meet the demand for programs at local libraries, civic

and social organizations, scout troops, and schools.

Calcndar

TC WA Mcct/hgs
Room 220 The Castle 7:00 p-m.
Ju]y meeting scheduled for the 26th
Flease check with the office, it may be clﬂange&
August 30th
September 27th
October 24th - 5:00 at T he |_amplighter
]mmcdiate]g Prior to the Stormwater [ orum

(F]casc make reservations for dinner and Forum.)



JOin US!II Become a member of the Turtle Creek Watershecl Association and become a Par‘tner ina clgnamic local

conservation effort. A broad base of financial and volunteer support from local inclivic!uals, Fami!ics, communities, business,
and in&ustrg will allow all of us togetl'xer continue imProving the qualitg of life in this region.
(Dort Forgct - it's tax deductible?)

Membership Form 2006

Name: [] Individual $10 U Family $15
Address: 0 Life $100 [l Organization  $25
[] Small business $50 ] Municipality ~ $100

E-mail: [l Corporate $150 [1 Other $ .
Phone: (h)

Please make checks payable to:

(w) Turtle Creek Watershed Association

Mail to:

Permission to list donor name: J Yes [ No 325 Commerce Street, Suite 204

Wilmerding, PA 15148

Thank you very much!
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TURTLE CREEK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
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412/829-2817

e-mail: good.fish@verizon.net
website: www.tcwa.org/ (go to the New Website link)
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