TURTLE CREEK

WATERSHED
Abandoncd Mine Drainae;e
Ju/y 7 2% T ourof AMD Sites in White Va//cy

The Turtle Crcek watershed has no shortage of
AMD sites, stretching from one end of the watershed

to the other. E_merging from a variety of old mines in
anything from a slight backyard trickle to a wild
industrial gush, these also have varying chemistries.
Some offer the Promisc of being treated in concert
with one another. (ntil we understand re]ationships
between our surface and subsurface conditions, we
cannot determine the best treatment oPtions.

]n order to Iag more groundwork for comPrehensive
AMD Planning in an area Po”uted bg the ExPort and
Delmont Mines, Jay [Hawkins of the Fittsburgh office
of the (JS Office of Surface Mining toured the
White \/a”cg area with Jim K ress, Russ Ccpko, and
Diane Selvaggio of TCWA and Bob Turka and
Tom Gray of GAl Ren Horansky of DEF and
Craig Barras of TCWA intended to be there, but

ran into unexPectecl conflicts.  Ron  will meet
separately with Jay next month.

The Route Going from west to east, the group
stoPPcd at the Crousc Propcrt3 on ]ta]g Road, the
cemetery in ExPor’c, the Expor’c Mine &ischargc at
Dura-PBond, the Delmont Mine clischarge at Eorland
Farm Road, the APPIC il Plan, and looked at Coa]
Loac{ers’ re-mining, oPeration in Delmont above
Salem Flaza.

Jay offered immediate help with a portable camera
for our F xport Mine bore holes and transducers to
give us continuous well monitoring for a short time.

| ater l"lCIP is still to be determined.
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| imestone Diversion Wc”s [t appears as tl'lough,
while not simPle, the APP!e fill neighborlﬂood at the
headwaters in Delmont might be a good candidate for
limestone diversion wells. T o prepare, Russ Cepko is
now reviewing the background material in our file on
the well we installed some years ago in Export.

FPassive Pond Systcm As was determined more
than a decade ago, use of the Ha” Propertg is the
only reasonable oPtion for Passivelﬂ treating the
Delmont Mine discharge at Borland Farm Road.
[Z xport Porough has inherited the property, and until
they determine its fate, the Potentia] for a successful
Pro_ject is unknown.

Kc-mining ]ta]y Road has a series of small, but
higl—\ly acidic &isc!—larges, especia”g on the Crouse
Proper’cﬂ. Ke~mining (oPening an old mine to remove
remaining coal ~ often in the pillars) is the most likely
method to solve these problems. [tis not a cure-all, but
it can address a host of water quality problems.

T his work is norma”g done as part of the ill-named
Giovernment  [inanced (Construction (Contract
GFCO) program (Feclera”y dcsigned, but no money
changes hands), which requires full site restoration but
provides future liability protection from waterissues.

Administered by DEF, qualifying  guidelines
consider project factors such as surface damage, open
shafts or vents, high walls, etc., plus potential profits.
(No water qualitg factors.) T his is a difficult Figurc to
calculate because of differences in gross Proﬁt
Possible (current market Prices times coal type and
volume estimates) and actual net ProFit or loss
(extraction difficulties, site restoration obstacles,
actual market prices, etc).  Site variables are

numerous, and those can prove costlg for extraction.



The other re-mining oPtion is a SurFace Mining
FPermit (SMP). [ xtraction of on]g the coal of interest
and minimal site restoration will maximize ProFit, but the
company bears full future ]iabilitg for water issues.

As with a number of other sites in our watershed,

contaminated water makes a (GFC(C the on]y

reasonable re-mining oPtionJ even tl—mougl—m Potentia]
Profit margins are slim. With a GIFCC, Coal
| oaders would re-mine the (Crouse site and others.
r"]owever, with few obvious mining vestiges on the land
surface, current regulations make it difficult for DI F
to grant a GFCC. Unti] these regulations changc,

sites such as those on ]talg Road will remain untreated.
Hybric‘ization

must be egectively adaPted to site conditions, and

Ang successful treatment system

these vary widely. As we discovered with the Delmont
Mine discl‘large on Bor[ancl Farm Road, under-
stancling exact]g what those conditions are is vital to
designing a functional system. Treating the E_xport
Mine clischarge presents many cha”enges, and the
more we learn about the subsurface conclitions, the
more cha”enges we face.

We learned that &uring the original cleeP mining,
because the coal was so close to the surface in Wlﬂite
Va”eﬂ, miners stagcc! away from the streams. Then
during WWII, that coal was s’criP mined, with roads and
streams rePositioned afterwards. Wlﬂiie valuable to
know now, that fact changes some of our Projcct
concePts.

Our strategy for clri”irxg monitoring wells to collect
data for the E_xport Mine Prcﬂect has been revised to
better determine the boundaries between the mine
Poo!(s) and strip mine fill. Depenc{ing upon Terra
Testing’s schedule, dri”ing is expected to begin in
September.

FUI’] Dag
[Held on Saturc{ag, June 16" at B-Y FPond, we
again shared sPonsorsl—niP with  the T rafford

Kecreation Board and the Trag:orcl SPor‘tsmen’s
Club Tl‘xe Kec Boarcl stocked the Pond with blue

gi”s and catfish and Provided some bait. As last year,

Kids All-American [Fishin rovided giveaway bags
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for each child. The sportsmen Provicled beverages
and some archerg instruction.

Amy Namachar worked to involve local sponsors

Y p
who Providccl food, lunch suPP]ies, and Prizcs. Bob
Johns, nationally noted fishing expert, donated some
Y S SXp
jigs to each Participant and Famiiﬂ member. Heather
Yanko, a local face ainter, offered her services for
P

the morning, creating novel designs on children’s faces,

hancls, and arms.

A total of 77 children from age 2 to 15 registered
(although more fished for a short time without
registering), and 106 fish were logged in. A total of
16 prizes were awarded — nine fishing rods, a reel with
two boxes of line, three filled tackle boxes, three
childrer’s rod Packagcs, and one childrer’s ]ength and
weight kit.




Summer lntcrnships

Stormwater Practices & Costs This Prcject is
being funded i)g the Local Govcrnment Acadcmg and
Duquesne UHiversitg. Jt also dove-tails with our
stormwater  work sPonsoreci 135 Ti—ie Heinz
Endowments and our Growing Greener Non~Point
Source grant.

David Deal is in the midst of interviewing People
ciesignated bg their municipaiities as “experts” in local
stormwater issues. Ti‘ieg are discussing various
aspects of stormwater that imPact municiPai
oPerations, the costs involved, their re]ationsi—iip to
local ordinancesJ and what might offer the best
solutions.

So far, we have had very good Participation bg
A”egi’zeng Countg communities, and we are revisiting
those in Westmoreland. T hese interviews should be
completcci i:)g mici~August. Reiated surveys should be
completcci and returned iag late August. The final
report is expecteci in late SCPtembcr.

Water Moniton'ng Teams [unded bg VISTA,
/ ahava Cl‘ierapovicl’i is Putting together a Pub!icitg
camPaign, then a series of informational meetings
across the watersi*ieci, then a series of EAS]
(F nvironmental  Alliance for Senior Jrvolvement)
Frogram training sessions for interested volunteers -
18 and over. After that the new teams will start
monthlﬂ monitoring at a variety of sites.

]nteresteci?
F]ease contact
the  TCWA
office at 412-
829-2817 or at
gooci‘i:ish@
verizon.net.

Eariy to mid-
August meetings will be held at the Fitcaimn-
Monroeville SPortsmen’s Club, the Murrgsvi”e

Senior  (Center, and the North Huntingdon
TownshiP Builciing, with training sessions ijo”owing in

September.

Regional Water Quality
T ask Force

PBased at the Universitg of Fittsburgh’s |nstitute of

Politics, this Prcﬂect is comPrehensiveig stuciging our
11 county region, Iooking at cirini<ing water, waste

water treatment, stormwater management, AMD, and

related issues. | he main board is chaired bg Dr.
Jared Cohen of CMU and Dr. Ange]o Armenti of
CUF, and is comPriseci of 16 other i—iigh ProFile
Peoplc aPPointeci i:g their counties. T CWA s part
of the T echnical Advisory Committee.

Overa” group goals are to look at all asPects of
services needed, cieiiverg requirements, infrastructure
demands, resources available, financial limitations, and
the like. Water-re]ateci issues are cxtremcig comPiex,
and costs to address them are becoming enormous.
Bg icientiicging all our Probiems then looi(irig at ways
other regions have dealt with thcm, the KWQTF
intends to find the best strategies to handle our own.

After a series of board and committee meetings, a
series of Pubiic meetings, and much staff research, the
FPhase | RePor't is final. |t focuses upon five areas:

i. Using similar regions as useful benchmarks

2 Sur\/egs of local municipalities and authorities

% Local case studies (looi(ing at gooci and bad)

4. Financial viabiiitg assessments

5 Aiternatives analgsis to see what cost-
effective solutions migi*it work regiona”g

The full report and more information on Phase ||
can be found at httpz//www‘ioP.Pit’c.c&u/watcr/.

Caiendar

TCWA Mcct/hgs

Room 220 Ti‘ie Castlc 7:00 p-m.

July 25th

August 3 i st

September 28th

October 25th —~ 5:30 tentative Stormwater [“orum
([ ocation to be determined. No ci’uarge, but

reservation s will be requireci.)



JOin US!II Become a member of the Turtle Creek Watershecl Association and become a Par‘tner ina clgnamic local

conservation effort. A broad base of financial and volunteer support from local inclfvic!uals, Fami!ics, communities, business,
and in&ustrg will allow all of us togetl'xer continue imProving the qualitg of life in this region.
(Dort Forgct - it's tax deductible?)

Membership Form 2007

Name: U Individual $10 U Family $15

Address: 0 Life $100 [l Organization  $25

[] Small business $50 ] Municipality ~ $100

E-mail: [l Corporate $150 [1 Other $ .
Phone: (h)
Please make checks payable to:
(w) Turtle Creek Watershed Association
Mail to:
Permission to list donor name: U Yes U No 325 Commerce Street, Suite 204

Wilmerding, PA 15148

Thank you very much!
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